
 

 

 

 

Policy updates: employment, food support, housing, and general welfare, 

 

Here we have summarised the policy announcements made during the week up to 9 September. Where                

relevant, publications made in prior weeks have been included. 

 

Policy, Regulation, Legislation, and reports 

 
 
Employment 
 

1. The Resolution Foundation has released a briefing note on ‘The impact of the Government’s              
coronavirus income support schemes across age distribution’. The brief looks at the three policies              

introduced designed to directly protect household income. These are the coronavirus Job Retention             

Scheme (JRS), the self-employment income support scheme (SEISS), and various boosts to social             
security benefits.  

a. The key findings are: 

i. A fifth of all employees supported by JRS were under 25 years-old but the overall               

spend across age levels was evenly distributed. Likely due to the fact that under-25s              
tend to earn less. JRS spend on those aged 47 averaged at £1,400 a month               

compared to less than £1,000 for those under the age of 25. 

ii. The beneficiaries of the temporary boost to UC and Working Tax Credits (WTC),             
along with the permanent increase in the Local Housing Allowance (LHA), are most             

common among those in their early 30s. Over a million people in this age cohort,               
who are most likely to be working parents with young children, have received extra              

support. 

iii. Older workers are the most likely to have received support via the SEISS, with              
recipients most likely to be found among those aged 50 to 55. Around 680,000              

workers aged 45-54 made a claim, with payments totalling almost £2 billion,            
compared to just over 600,000 claims across all workers aged 35 and under totalling              

just £1.6 billion. 

b. This is important for CAH staff in two ways. Firstly, as this crisis unfolds, understanding of the                 
impact of various government responses will enhance our ability to support our clients and              

hold decision makers to account. Secondly, the data provides an indication as to who will be                

the most financially disadvantaged once these measures are withdrawn. In this case, the             
removal of JRS will impact those under the age of 25, those under 30 will lose the most once                   

the boost to UC and WTC is phased out, and over half of recipients of SEISS fall between the                   

ages of 45-54. 

 

 

https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/publications/all-together-now/
https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/publications/all-together-now/


Food Support 

 

1. The National Audit Office has published a report examining the effectiveness of the Government's 
approach to reduce childhood obesity in England. The full report can be found here. In the context of 
Haringey, childhood obesity is more prevalent in London than anywhere else in England and 
worryingly, the borough sits above the London average at 23.8%. Up from 20% in 2008/9. 

a. The key takeaways are: 

i. Tackling childhood obesity is essential. Obesity increases the risk of chronic 
illnesses, doubles the chance of dying prematurely, and increases the likelihood of 
bullying, depression and other social conditions. The report finds it is also incredibly 
costly, estimating the cost to the NHS at £6.1bn pa. 

ii. In 2018/19 nearly one fifth of 10 to 11 year-olds were recorded as obese. As usual 
this is not evenly distributed across incomes. 26.9% of children living in deprived 
areas such as Haringey are classified as obese, compared to 13% in the least 
deprived areas. Similarly, 29% of BAME 10 to 11 year-olds are registered obese, 
compared to 18% of white children. Deprivation and ethnicity is closely entwined 
though the report acknowledges that it doesn’t know to what extent. 

iii. Previous administrations and past policy has had limited success in reducing 
childhood obesity. Average Obesity rates in 10 to 11 year-olds have increased from 
19% in 2011 to 20.2% in 2020. At this point we could say that it has at least slowed 
down the increase in obesity, but surprisingly the report states that previous 
administrations have not evaluated whether past strategies have reduced childhood 
obesity.  

b. The recommendations behind this report are crucial for boroughs such as Haringey, reflected 
in the council's own statistics. The borough is ranked 49 out of 317 local authorities in 
respect to deprivation, 67.1% of the population come from a BAME group, 45% of BAME 
students are record obeses, compared to 33% from white ethnic groups. With high levels of 
deprivation and a large mutli-ethnic population, the borough is significantly more affected by 
this issue than wealthier boroughs. 

 
Housing 
 

1. Robert Jenrick has announced a £12.2bn investment in affordable housing. The Government            

estimates this will provide an additional 180,000 new homes across the country between 2021 and               

2026, or 30,000 pa. This goes some way towards the target of 300,000 affordable homes built every                 
year. 

2. The charity Shelter has announced a second breakthrough ruling on DSS descrimination. See the full               

article here. In this case a disabled renter, in receipt of housing benefits was denied viewings of                 
properties around Birmingham due to receiving housing benefits. To put this in perspective, Shelter              

states that 45% of private renters claiming disability benefits also claim housing benefits.  

  

https://www.nao.org.uk/report/childhood-obesity/?slide=1
https://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/data/child-obesity/
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/state_of_the_borough_final_master_version.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/jenrick-unveils-huge-12-billion-boost-for-affordable-homes
https://blog.shelter.org.uk/2020/09/second-shelter-court-trial-confirms-disabled-dad-of-four%e2%80%afwas-discriminated-against%e2%80%affor-receiving-housing-benefit%e2%80%af/


Ad hoc items 

 

1. Covid Realities, a project by a research team from the universities of York and Birmingham, working in 
partnership with the Child Poverty Action Group, has asked to hear from parents and carers living on 
low income about their experiences during this crisis. They aim to document the impact of COVID-19 
in order to assist policymakers make better decisions.  More details can be found here. This could 
potentially be communicated to our clients, a majority of who are bearing the brunt of this pandemic. 

2. The government has announced additional measures to prevent the spread of coronavirus and keep 
infection rates down. Much of the advice has stayed the same (wash hands regularly, keep a 2 metre 
distance, wear masks in enclosed areas). However from September 14, gatherings of more than 6 
people will be illegal, including in private homes. Secure venues such as restaurants and places of 
worship will be allowed to host more people, but  groups cannot mix or form larger groups of more 
than 6 people.  Education and work places will be exempt, and covid-secure funerals and weddings 
will be able to proceed with a maximum of 30 attendees. See the announcement here 

https://covidrealities.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-covid-19-what-has-changed-9-september

