
 

 

Policy updates: employment, food support, housing, and general welfare, 

 

Here we have summarised the policy announcements made during the week up to 24 June. Where relevant, 

publications made in prior weeks have been included. 

 

Policy, Regulation, Legislation, and reports 

 

Employment 

 

 Work and Pensions Select Committee report released 22 June which Citizens Advice gave evidence too. 

Addressing a range of DWP areas of responsibility - Universal credit (UC), Legacy benefits, Non-recourse to 

public funds (NRPF), Benefits cap, health assessments for benefit claims, rules for terminal illness, self-

employment, pensions.  

 Citizens Advice is credited directly in the summary for providing evidence to the committee on UC – 

specifically highlighting the difficulty vulnerable clients (blind, visually impaired, etc) face accessing 

the digital application process. 

 Highlight to the social media team – worth a tweet about “glad to see the committee taking on 

board evidence from CAB and hope to see the recommendations ….. “? 

 Key takeaways 

 The DWP must provide an official response to the committee recommendations within two 

months (60 days). We should monitor for any announcements that recommendations are 

taken on board or analysis the reasons why not. 

 The committee is critical of the current opacity of the government plans to deal with 

significant job losses and corresponding surge in benefit claims – Hopefully, we can expect 

the government to set out more clearly its plans. Such as the apprenticeship guarantee 

announce by the PM at the beginning of June, and further adjustments to the UC system – 

i.e. hiatus of repayments of the 12-month advance made to UC beneficiaries.   

 During the enquiry into NRFP the PM has clarified that clients with NRPF can access support 

through CJRS and SEISS – the Gov support schemes for employed and self-employed, 

respectively. Potentially useful information to be provided to CAB Haringey clients.  

 Further analysis is strongly recommended. An independent report on the impact of 

coronavirus outbreak on levels of poverty and household debt looking at BAME and 

vulnerable communities, and different employment statuses. CAB will want to give evidence 

if this is picked up by the Gov. 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmworpen/178/17802.htm


 

Food Support 

 

 UK government announces Covid-19 “summer food fund” for children (Update: 16 June) 

 Boris Johnson has announced the extension of the food voucher program in lieu of free school 

meals to cover the summer holiday. The ‘summer food fund’ will be around £120 million. 

 Families eligible for free school meals will continue to receive food vouchers over the summer 

holiday. This takes the form of a one off, 6-week food voucher.  

 

Housing 

 

 

General welfare support 

 

 Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) released a ‘best practice’ guide on local welfare assistance aimed at 

helping local authorities establish or develop their welfare schemes supporting residents financially 

affected by COVID-19. (12 June) 

 Provides a summary of six key principles to be adopted by local authorities that CPAG believe are 

vital for a support scheme to be successful. CPAG also benchmark local authorities against these 

principles, naming, and shaming those who have adopted them and those who have not. Haringey 

Council is mentioned negatively by name on page 4 as one of only five authorities who were not 

presently providing a welfare support scheme. CPAG identify this as the first key principle to help 

residents during COVID-19. 

 The principles boil down too; 1) having a welfare scheme in place. 2) take advantage of additional 

funding and the flexibility of hardship funding. 3) provide cash rather than in kind support (goods or 

vouchers) where possible. 4) relax schemes qualifying criteria. 5) Clear, simple, and proactive 

advertisement. 6) Collect as much data as possible. 

 This appears to be an excellent resource both to identify areas of improvement and to use as 

leverage when lobbying Haringey Council in areas CAB feels it can improve. 

 

Ad Hoc items 

 

 Easy read version of the letter from the housing Minister of Housing setting out the measures that are in 

place to support social housing residents. First published 18 May. A clearer, more accessible, and more 

focused version of the original document for social housing residents with learning disabilities. Flagged for 

reference to help CAB staff assist clients. (Update: 19 June) 

 

https://cpag.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/policypost/Cash-in-a-crisis-FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/893715/ISL113_20_Social_Housing_letter_FINAL_WEB_ACC.pdf

