
 

 

Policy updates: employment, food support, housing, and general welfare, 

 

Here we have summarised the policy announcements made during the week up to 8 July. Where relevant, 

publications made in prior weeks have been included. 

 

Upcoming events 

 

 Today: The summer economic update – 2020 

 

Policy, Regulation, Legislation, and reports 

 

Employment 

 

 Rishi Sunak is set to announce today (08/07/20) several employment schemes to tackle the 

expected sharp rise in youth unemployment. As we have identified in our previous policy 

summaries, it has become increasingly clear that the hardest hit section of society will be the 

young. Importantly - does this apply to Haringey? It is unclear currently how the Government 

intends to allocate spending. Given this Governments political agenda, it’s reasonable to 

assume that a majority of the funding will likely be pumped into the midlands and the north 

(the blue wall) and there is a risk that London boroughs will be left behind. The headline 

announcements so far include: 

 Rishi Sunak has stated he will be setting out plans for a £2bn job creation scheme to fund six-

month job placements for an estimated 350,000 18-24 year-olds. Applications are to start 

in August and the first jobs are expected to come into effect in the Autumn. 

 Firms to receive £1,000 bonus to hire trainees. Speaking to the Telegraph, Rishi Sunak has 

confirmed that £111m will be allocated with the aim to triple the number of trainee 

positions. A firm will be able to claim up to £10,000 to support up to 10 trainee positions. It 

would be useful to monitor how many SMEs in Haringey apply for this scheme and 

potentially run a campaign to encourage those who are not.  

 £40 million towards a Green Jobs Challenge fund to support up to 5000 jobs in green 

industries and support environmental charities and local authorities to work on 

conservation projects. 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/a-plan-for-jobs-2020
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/jul/07/summer-statement-rishi-sunak-plans-temporary-job-creation-scheme-for-under-25s
https://www.politicshome.com/news/article/rishi-sunak-to-unveil-1000-bonus-for-companies-who-train-young-people-in-bid-to-prevent-unemployment-crisis?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekday%20Breakfast%20Briefing%20template%20%20copy%20this%20every%20time%20copy&utm_content=Weekday%20Breakfast%20Briefing%20template%20%20copy%20this%20every%20time%20copy+CID_ccfa57bb04e451232b3f74c8f646cbb4&utm_source=Email%20newsletters&utm_term=Companies%20will%20be%20paid%20a%201000%20cash%20bonus%20if%20they%20take%20on%20young%20people%20as%20unpaid%20trainees%20Rishi%20Sunak%20has%20announced
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/07/05/rishi-sunak-announce-1000-cash-bonuses-companies-train-young/


 The DWP has published its annual report on 30 June. A key piece of info for CAH staff to be 

aware of is that the DWP will overhaul its complaints procedure in response to an internal 

review that has been informed by the events of the COVID-19 crisis and the increased volume of 

claims. A convenient summary of the changes can be found here. 

 The DWP will move from a two-tiered system to a priority lead 1 tier approach. Now 

complaints that cannot be resolved by front line staff will be forwarded to a new 

consolidated national complaints team that will assess the ‘priority’ of the claimant before 

actioning.  

 In practise this mean that payment issues, and vulnerable/at-risk people will see their 

complaints answered within 15 days. Non-priority claims will be answered in the much 

vaguer timeframe of ‘as soon as resources allow’. It may be worth monitoring the impact 

on current and future claims as those classified as ‘non-priority’ may face further delays, 

and to ensure that these claimants are indeed “low priority”. 

 

 The Chair of the Social Metrics Committee – who released a detailed report on poverty in the 

UK and detailed on the last policy review (Week ending 01/07/202) – has put out a statement 

regarding the findings of the report. This can be found here. It’s an interesting read because it 

positions SMCs framework at the centre of any new UK wide anti-poverty strategy and 

therefore, we should be aware of anything coming out the commission going forward (i.e. 

opportunities to put forward our own data). 

 

 Government is very unlikely to extend the furlough scheme past October. The PM in an 

interview with the Evening Standard has been blunt in his intention that the government will wind 

down the furlough scheme for the end of October – against the lobbying of business groups and 

unions. 

 

 CAB in the news. Citizens Advice sees surge in demand for redundancy advice. The BBC has published 

data collected by CAB shows a huge demand for redundancy advice on CABs main redundancy 

web page (almost 300,000, and 262% greater than the same time last year). ‘Ending your 

tenancy’ advice has seen a marked increase. Unsurprising as the Government eases protections 

and furloughed staff face the very real risk of moving from furlough to unemployment. 

 

 Other news items: 

 The UK unemployment rate could soar to 15 per cent if there is a second wave of coronavirus 

infections, the OECD has said. 

 Over half of temporary workers now looking for permanent roles in post-pandemic Britain  

 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/896268/dwp-annual-report-and-accounts-2019-2020.pdf
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/professions/article/dwp-to-overhaul-complaints-procedue?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020%20CSW%20template%20-%202%20July%20ft%20PA%20SAP%20Cyberark%20Workday&utm_content=2020%20CSW%20template%20-%202%20July%20ft%20PA%20SAP%20Cyberark%20Workday+CID_5d281c89a2f6f1664a5dfc8dabeca4fb&utm_source=Email%20newsletters&utm_term=DWP%20to%20overhaul%20complaints%20procedure
https://www.conservativehome.com/platform/2020/07/phillipa-stroud-coronavirus-has-hit-those-in-poverty-hardest-the-government-must-support-employment-to-change-this.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/boris-johnson-furlough-scheme-update-interview-a4486746.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-53253639?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/ckgj739plxnt/employment&link_location=live-reporting-story
https://www.cityam.com/coronavirus-labour-crisis-so-far-10-times-worse-than-2008-says-oecd/
https://www.cityam.com/coronavirus-labour-crisis-so-far-10-times-worse-than-2008-says-oecd/
https://www.personneltoday.com/pr/2020/07/over-half-of-temporary-workers-now-looking-for-permanent-roles-in-post-pandemic-britain/


Food Support 

 

 The House of Lords Select Committee on Food, Poverty, Health and Environment has published 

a new report ‘Hungry for change: fixing failures in food’. The report asks what the link between 

inequality, public health and food access is and present some incredibly stark answers – as 

always exacerbated by the COVID-19 crisis. 

 Key takeaways: 

 The report comes to three main conclusions.  

 The cost the current food system extolls from the public health and the 

environment is unsustainable. The report estimate that the NHS has spent £6.1bn 

annually treating obesity and diabetes. PHE estimates the overall cost of obesity 

to be around £27bn. The food industry is also called out for allowing easy access 

to highly processed cheap food (UK highest consumer in Europe). The demand for 

quick easy food leads to pressure on the supply chain to favor cheap but 

environmentally damaging methods. 

 Food inequality is not a failure of the food system but driven by poverty. Poverty 

drives people to cheaper less healthy diets manifesting in diet related illnesses 

and obesity (especially in children). Children living in deprived areas are almost 

twice as likely to be obese. 

 Whilst the poorest suffer the most problems accessing food, the impact is felt 

across the entire population – too much processed food and unhealthy fats and 

sugars means the NHS is shouldering the cost of this dependency. According to 

OECD around 56% of adults in England are over-weight or obese. 

 The Committee acknowledges the UK Government almost entirely relies on food aid 

organizations and charities own data collection. Without accurate data collection then 

it is not possible to get a clear picture of Food insecurity in the UK. The report 

emphasizes the need for the Gov to commit to detailed and routine monitoring. This 

really brings into focus the importance of the CABs evidence collection around food 

poverty, including food bank usage. 

 Similarly, the report implies that the current Government has not costed its own food 

guidance well, if at all. A food Foundation survey quoted that the poorest decile of the 

UK spends 73% of its ‘after housing’ disposable income to meet the PHE ‘Eat Well 

Guide’ compared to 6% in the richest decile. If this is the case, then how can the 

benefits system calculate the correct amount claimants need? There may be an 

opportunity to enter CABs own evidence regarding our client’s food security 

experiences. 

  

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5801/ldselect/ldfphe/85/85.pdf


Housing 

 

 Shelter has released an interesting survey regarding COVID-19’ impact on private renters. 

Realistically for CAB, it’s unlikely that the government is going to extend the ban on evictions 

past 23 August – there are 10 working days until recess on the 22 July. It’s worth being aware of 

the published data, especially as this will likely affect boroughs like Haringey more than others.  

The topline figures are: 

 Around 3% (227,000) of adult renters have fallen into arrears since COVID-19. Totaling 5% 

of the rental market. 

 2% of renters have already been threatened by eviction.  

 If a renter has fallen 8 weeks into arrears, then a court has no choice but to rubber stamp 

the eviction under current legislation. 

 

 The Resolution Foundation has released a briefing on living conditions during COVID-19. Having 

spent the last 3 months in lockdown, housing inequalities between areas of London, and 

between demographics, has been brought into sharp relief. This is an interesting take because 

whilst there is nothing particularly new here, it does provide fresh data about peoples 

(especially young, low income, and BAME communities) living conditions during COVID-19. 

 Key takeaways: 

 The young are on the sharp end of this lockdown and any future lock down. Young 

people have spent lockdown in homes with significantly less square footage (16-24 

year-olds average 26m2 compared to 50m2 for 50+). They are three times more likely 

to live in a damp home and almost a third of young people have no access to an 

outdoor space. 

 This is again even more pronounced in low income and BAME communities.  On 

average, those aged 55 and older from BAME backgrounds occupy homes with 30% 

less useable space than their white counterparts. Close to 40 per cent of under-16s 

from BAME groups have no garden, and one-quarter live in an objectively poor-quality 

environment. 

 The briefing clearly points the finger of blame at long-run housing policy as a key 

player in determining lockdown conditions. The private sector rental space, which 

hold the bulk of the young, low income or BAME communities suffer the poorest 

quality standards and the failure to replenish the social housing stock has led to over 

crowding across all demos when compared to 20 years ago. 

 

General welfare 

Ad Hoc items 

 

https://england.shelter.org.uk/media/press_releases/articles/230,000_renters_at_risk_of_covid-eviction_when_the_government_ban_lifts
https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/app/uploads/2020/07/Lockdown-living.pdf

