
 

 

Policy updates: employment, food support, housing, and general welfare, 

 

Here we have summarised the policy announcements made during the week up to 5 August. Where relevant, 

publications made in prior weeks have been included. 

 

Policy, Regulation, Legislation, and reports 

 

Employment 

 
 The Government has enacted a new law obliging companies to pay their employees redundancy based on 

their full salary, not their furloughed salary which is often lower. The full announcement can be read 

here. Previously this practice was encouraged but a small number of firms were not complying. CAB staff 

should be aware of this in order to properly advise clients facing redundancy. 

 The House of Lords Economic Affairs Committee has launched an inquiry into the impact of COVID-19 on 

the labour market, and how the market may change in the long term as a result of the crisis.  The 

committee has published a call for written evidence which can be found here. The call was announced on 

3 August and the deadline for submission is 10 September 2020.  

 
Housing 

 
 The Housing Secretary Robert Jenrick has pre-briefed the publication of wide-ranging reforms to the UKs 

planning system in an exclusive article written in the Times here.  

 Key takeaways are: 

 Jenrick identifies the current planning system as one of the key causes of the current housing 

crisis. Delays, restrictions and complexity mean that planning can take on average seven years, 

and five to get the necessary permissions.  

 The new planning structure will force councils to designate land within a borough into three 

categories. Growth, renewal, and protection. Growth zones mean development of homes, 

hospitals, schools, shops and offices will be allowed automatically. Renewal zones will carry a 

“permission in principle”, i.e. a much-reduced planning permission procedure. 

 What comes next? Full details of this strategy will be published later this week. This will likely 

be followed by a period of consultation and calls for evidence which CAB may wish to be 

involved in. This period could be quite short as the Government may want to present its new 

housing policy white paper in time for the autumn budget. 

 What does this mean for Haringey? It appears Haringey Council will be required to allocate land for 

developments that will then not have to go through the full planning process. Significantly, they lose 

their ability to stop housebuilders from developing once an area has been allocated as either growth 

or renewal. Critics have already responded that the move would reduce democratic accountability 

and lead to poor-quality new houses being built in areas without adequate public services. The 

Times report on this in more detail here. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-law-to-ensure-furloughed-employees-receive-full-redundancy-payments
https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/229/employment-and-covid19/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2020/08/01/radical-necessary-reforms-planning-system-will-get-britain-building/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/councils-lose-power-to-thwart-housebuilders-9blc5pghs


 

 Sadiq Khan has announced a proposal to give key workers priority access to homes for low-cost 

ownership and intermediate rent. There will be a consultation period to define which occupations should 

get priority. This will be worth keeping an eye on as this may affect the priority of some of CAB clients 

currently waiting for social housing. 

 
 The Smith Institute, an independent public policy think tank, has released new data on the Universal 

Credit (UC) roll out. The report was commission by Southwark council in response to the of growing 

evidence regarding the impact that UC is having on rent payment behavior and rent arrears, as well 

broader concerns about how it is affecting the financial wellbeing of recipients. 

 It attempts to answer two key questions.  

 How has the roll-out of Universal Credit (UC) affected rent payment behavior among residents 

in local authority-owned housing across London?  

 How are identified changes in behavior – or the absence of behavior change – affecting the 

tenancies of those tenants who are receiving housing cost support under the new 

arrangements? 

 The key takeaways are: 

 This is a broad study. The report looks at data collected from 3,373 rent accounts across 12 

London boroughs. 

 Overall, a tenants’ rental balance will worsen in the initial claim period. On average a tenant 

will build up around £240 of rent arrears in the period after they have made a UC claim, and in 

the initial week around 30% of rent owed goes unpaid.  

 Arrears that accumulate in this initial wait period are not being paid down in the long term. 

The report found that though arrears decreased as a proportion of rent over time, this was 

misleading. Debt remains stable but the amount of rent paid increases over time meaning 

proportionally arrears reduce. Crucially, this means claimants are living with long term debt 

that the UC system is failing to pay down. 

 Clients with already large arrears that enter an alternative payment arrangement slow the 

growth of their arrears more so than clients that do not adopt this arrangement. Clients on 

APA with two months of arrears on average saw arrears grow by £279, compared to £640 for 

those not using APA. The quicker APA is adopted the more benefit the client receives. For 

advisers dealing with UC applications this may be worth noting. 

 The Smith Institute identify three clear improvements to the current system. Reduce the 5-week 

wait for the first payment and replace the advance payment with a no repayable grant. Greater use 

of APAs. Make direct rent payments to the landlord the default option. 

 This report is of interest to CAB as it attempts to analyze the overall impact of UC across several 

housing providers and locations. Previous output from other organizations tended to focus on only 

one or two housing providers. Also, the suggestion that the responsibility of rent payments should 

be taken from the UC claimant is also something that CAB may wish to respond to in the future.  

 

  

https://www.housingtoday.co.uk/news/mayor-looks-to-offer-homes-to-londons-covid-heroes/5107351.article?adredir=1
http://www.smith-institute.org.uk/about/
http://www.smith-institute.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Falling-behind.pdf


 The Housing, Communities, and Local Government committee (a cross party committee scrutinising the 

work of ministry for HCLG) has released a report considering the demand for, and best ways to, deliver 

social housing. The full report can be found here. 

 Key takeaways: 

 The report puts out some stark statistics. Around half a million households are homeless or 

living in unsatisfactory housing conditions; one in every 200 people are without a home; and 

one in nine children live in overcrowded homes.  

 Social housing supply is lagging seriously behind demand. The committee’s concludes that that 

the UK will need 90,000 new homes built each year for the next fifteen years. Last year, only 

7,000 social rent homes were built. 

 In the long-term, a significant increase in funding is required. Around £10 billion. The 

committee couches this in terms of economic recovery, a large house building stimulus will 

boost employment, and inject a much-needed cash boost into the economy. 

 Whilst this report does not say anything that is particularly groundbreaking, new data on the 

housing crisis is always welcome and the report’s recommendations add to the mounting pressure 

on Government to tackle this crisis. 

 What comes next? The government is required to address the points raised by the committee within 

2 months of the publication of the report.  

 
 The Shadow Secretary for Housing Thangam Debbonaire submitted an urgent question to the Secretary 

of State for Housing asking for clarification on the implications of the end of eviction ban on 23rd August. 

The full transcript can be found here. 

 In summary the government is sticking to its guns, ending the eviction ban on the 23 August. The 

response emphasizes the policies already introduced rather than laying any further plans to protect 

renters. Beyond encouraging mediation between landlords and tenants. 

 
Food support 

  
 The first part of the National Food Strategy has been released. The reports aim is to identify 

recommendations to support the government’s food strategy post COVID-19 and during the EU exit 

transition period. Originally commissioned by Michael Gove in his role as environment secretary, the 

report is led by Henry Dimbleby.  

 Why is it important? The conclusions of this report will feed directly into the government’s new 

National Food Strategy, which will be announced after part two recommendations have been 

published, in the form of a white paper. The white paper will likely be the basis of a bill that will be 

presented to the Commons, discussed, amended, and eventually voted into legislation. Defining the 

UKs long term response to the food poverty crisis. 

 The part one focus’ its recommendations on two main areas.  Ensuring that disadvantage children 

have access to high quality food and maintaining the UK’s high standard of animal and 

environmental welfare.  

 Key takeaways: 

 As already confirmed, COVID-19 is an extremely discriminatory disease and according to the 

data presented in the report, our diet is a key cause of the UK’s high death rate. Obese people 

are 150% more likely to be admitted to intensive care with COVID-19, and severely obese 

people over 300% more likely. People with type 2 diabetes (both controlled and uncontrolled) 

are 81% more likely to die from the virus. The virus has significantly impacted the diet of the 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmcomloc/173/17302.htm
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2020-07-22/debates/9154AD19-7EC4-4ED4-8389-7FCCEA0FA804/RentedHomesEndOfEvictionsBan
https://www.nationalfoodstrategy.org/partone/


young and vulnerable. Young people are consuming 10% more junk food and 10% less fruit and 

veg, and vulnerable adults are consuming a whole portion of fruit and veg less a day since the 

start of the crisis. 

 In tune with CABs own position, the report recommends expanding free school meals to any 

child with a parent or guardian receiving UC, and to extend the current summer support 

program to all areas in the UK  to ensure disadvantage children have access to healthy food. 

The report also recommends increasing the value of Healthy start vouchers to £4.25. 

 One extremely positive finding showed that whilst around 82% of the hospitality industry was 

forced to close, food donations from this industry soared by 232%. Around 1092 tonnes of 

food was donated to charity in 2020 compared to 324 in 2019. 

 Response to the publication by industry leaders can be found here and here. 

 

Ad hoc items 

 
 Haringey council has successfully taken a rogue landlord to court and confiscated £500,000 of illicit 

earnings after the landlord broke planning permission and turned a 3-flat development into 12 flats. The 

relevant articles can be found here and here. 

 Haringey council has moved its AGM forward from May next year to 24 September.  

 The food bank at Muswell Hill will be taking up the slack over the summer to provide weekly food parcels 

for 360 pupils in 13 schools through Haringey and Barnet. Further info can be found here. 

 A new food bank has been set up at Campsbourne school in Hornsey.  

 More than 100 additional new council homes will be delivered in Tottenham Hale after Haringey Council 

secured a residential building on the Ashley Gardens site, taking the council almost a third of the way to 

its target of 1,000 new council homes at council rent 

 The Government has confirmed £1.3 billion investment aimed at delivering homes, infrastructure and 

jobs across the UK. Full details can be found here. Whilst most of this funding is focused on projects in the 

Midlands and Northern England, London will receive £22 million. 

 

 

https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
https://www.foodmanufacture.co.uk/Article/2020/07/29/National-Food-Strategy-Food-industry-reacts
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/article/115306/industry-responds-to-part-one-of-the-national-food-strategy/
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk/london-developer-loses-appeal-against-500-000-confiscation-order-1.501996
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1690516/appeal-court-rejects-landlords-bid-overturn-527887-confiscation-order-unlawful-flats-conversion
https://www.hamhigh.co.uk/news/haringey-council-moves-agm-after-labour-infighting-1-6765939
https://www.hamhigh.co.uk/news/muswell-hill-foodbank-scheme-for-haringey-schools-1-6761270
https://www.hamhigh.co.uk/news/hornsey-foodbank-set-up-in-campsbourne-school-1-6772643
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/news/haringey-reaches-major-housing-milestone
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/1-3-billion-investment-to-deliver-homes-infrastructure-and-jobs

